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Focus on Theme
The theme of a story is the message or idea that the author wants you to remember.  
Step 1:  Find the “big ideas,” general topics or symbols.  Ask yourself, “What is this story mostly about?”  Look for clues in the title, the beginning, and in any background information or summaries.

Step 2:  Find out what the characters do or say that relates to one of the general topics. Characters will learn something about themselves, something about others, and/or something about life.

Step 3:  Write a statement of the author’s point or message about the general topic.  Be careful not to confuse a story’s topic with its theme.  The topic is what the play is about.  The theme is the author’s message about the topic. 



Brainstorm “big ideas”

From the novel.  Then,

circle one general topic

on which to focus. 


	What characters say or do that relates to one topic that you chose from Step 1.

	
	
	





Theme is a central message of the story.  Look for recurring words or symbols. A character usually learns something about self, about others, about life, or perhaps the writer includes a message throughout the story.  
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