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How to Write Paragraphs Using ACED 
ACED stands for Answer, Cite, Explain, Done 

 
Whenever  you  write  a  paragraph, you are going  to begin  by ANSWERING the question 
being  asked  or  stating  what  the  main topic will be. 
 

A—Answer or  restate  the  question and  add  your  answer/opinion (topic sentence) 
 
C—Cite  an example  or specific pieces of the text that support or  prove your 
answer. 

Set up  phrases leading  into  your citation. . .  
 • For example,  the  text  states, 
 • Nicklas  Kristof [use actual author here]  states, 
 • As  stated  in  the  text, 
 • For instance,  the story tells us, 
 • We  are  informed  that 
 • The  author  explains 

 
E—Explain  by  giving a detailed  explanation (minimum 2 or  3 sentences)  about how 
what you  cited  
      supports  what you  wrote  for your  answer. Explanation should cover  two 
areas: 

1. Why  you  chose the quotation from  your  cite  
2. How  the  information from  the  cite proves your  answer 

 
D-  You’re  done, but you can’t just  quit. You  need a wrap up sentence that 
re-words  your  answer 
 

Answer  to 
the  Question 

 
Write your answer to the question in a complete sentence by restating the question. 

Cite 
 
This is your evidence - information from the text.  If you use the exact words from the text, 
you must use quotation marks.  You can also paraphrase (put it in your own words) if you 
want. 

Explain 
 
This is where you explain why you choose the evidence you picked.  How does it help 
answer the question? 

Cite  
This is where your 2nd piece of evidence would you go.  Again, If you use the exact words 
from the text, you must use quotation marks.  You can also paraphrase (put it in your own 
words) if you want. 

Explain  
This is where you explain why you choose the evidence you picked.  How does it help 
answer the question? 

Done- 
Connect 

Back 

 
This would be your last sentence where you remind the reader what you wrote about. 
The easiest way to do this is to restate your topic sentence.  
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Assignment:  Focus on one experience  in  The Lightning  Thief , and show how that 
experience  aligns  to  “The  Hero’s Journey.”  

 
Use  this  chart to  brainstorm  your answer.  You  will write your  FINAL copy on a separate 
piece  of  paper. 

Answer One experience that show Percy on a hero’s journey 
is his trouble fitting into the ordinary world.  
 

Cite In The Lightning Thief, Percy says, “I have dyslexia 
and attention deficit disorder and I had never made 
above a C- in my life.” 

Explain This aligns to the “ordinary world” phase of the 
hero’s journey because Percy expresses his feelings 
of exclusion because of his learning differences.  

Cite In “The Hero’s Journey” it says that heroes “possess 
some ability or characteristic that makes them feel 
“out-of-place.” 

Explain Percy Jackson is a boy who is not accepted by many 
people around him. 

“Done”- 
Connect 

Back 

This shows that Percy is like the archetype of a hero 
because he also has characteristics that make him 
feel out of place.  

 


